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Abstract

This study examines how citizens perceive the judicial resolution of political conflict
following martial law, presidential impeachment, and the 21st presidential election in
South Korea. Using the 2026 National Survey on Conflict Resolution and Social
Integration, it analyzes how political positions defined by presidential vote choice are
associated with general preferences for judicial resolution, evaluations of the three special
prosecutor investigations, and preferences regarding accountability for the martial law
episode. Winner-loser differences were statistically significant but substantively modest in
general preferences between political compromise and judicial resolution. By contrast, the
two groups were sharply divided over the ongoing special prosecutor investigations and
the handling of the martial law episode. These findings show that political position
matters far more for evaluations of concrete judicial processes than for general principles
of judicial resolution, suggesting that legal closure may not lead to political and social

integration when the legitimacy of judicial processes is itself politically contested.

Keywords:  Judicialization of Politics, Winners and Losers, Political Conflict, Social

Integration, Martial Law
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oAy -0.017*** (0.002) -0.010*** (0.003) -0.016*** (0.003)
CHst x=h-Z S 0.035 (0.097) -0.247* (0.102) -0.128 (0.102)
Ot XHsh-Z -0.132 (0.134) -0.270t (0.140) -0.185 (0.139)
RIH/E7| 0.122 (0.102) -0.066 (0.115) -0.053 (0.107)
E/ME/5d -0.086 (0.140) 0.046 (0.154) -0.073 (0.158)
/™2t 0.059 (0.142) 0.186 (0.162) 0.245t (0.145)
/45 0.137 (0.147) 0.085 (0.164) 0.103 (0.160)
g2 8 0.036 (0.128) 0.011 (0.145) 0.070 (0.130)
/A F 0.101 (0.203) 0.053 (0.216) -0.130 (0.200)
IMHAas 0.004 (0.028) -0.029 (0.030) 0.013 (0.027)
N 2,547 2,441 2,608
Pseudo R2 0.012 0.202 0.190
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